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additional source of expenditure is defrayed out of the pen-
sion which was granted on the transfer of the Kubo valley
bo the Burmese. Six companies are cantoned in villages
immediately around the present residence of the Rajah at
Langthabal, and four, composed principally of captives res-
cued, or refugee Muneepoorees from the Ava territory, used
to occupy the frontier posts in Kubo, and on the right
bank of the Ningthee river ; they are now, however, since the
cession of that tract of country, posted in the villages along
the eastern borders of the valley, from whence they relieve
such parties as it may be expedient to station on the hills
between Muneepoor and Kubo. The other two battalions
are distributed in companies through the different villages,
under the immediate controul of their native officers. Previ-
ous to, and during the rains, they are almost all employed in
the cultivation of their lands; and should any expedition ren-
der their absence unavoidable, before the crops are cut, the
duty is performed by their women and children. The men
are occasionally drilled by Major Grant., but their discipline
is very imperfect, and nothing like a systematic attempt has
ever been made to enable them to act in a body; and still less
are they fit in their present ignorance of parade or field duties
to co-operate effectively with our troops on active service,
though from the superiority of their arms, they are more than a
match for an equal number of Burmahs in open field.

49th. The cavalry, including every description of pony
now in the country, does not exceed 200, and the great
advantages to be derived from improving this favourite arm
of the Muneepooree force, have been frequently before urgent-
ly pressed on the consideration of Government, and a plan
proposed for doing so at a very trifling expence. An opinion
has been generally entertained, that cavalry were of little or no
use on the eastern frontier, and under this mistaken impression,
the squadron attached to the Sylhet light infantry was with-
drawn, and the whole country' from Assam to Arracaa left
without a single trooper. That such an opinion was not only
wholly unsupported by fact, but decidedly opposed to expe-
rience, the events of the late war, and the whole history of
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